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Cm 
Il.—Home ApMnnistRation, © 39 ae 
(a)—Police. mite his 


The Mediai Banday (Midnapore) of the Sth March says thet of late mo asom, 


there were twenty-six cases of dacoity in Narain- 
Dacoity in the Midnspore dis- h quarter and in the — in the neigh- 
— bourhood of the Midna re canal. The people are 
‘..stricoken. The Magistrate of the district ought to see to it. ME eee 
Pigg to tke’ Saas ainst Osman Ali and Kailas Kerani of the 
No i police, the Sanjtvani [Calcutta] of the 6th 
The case of Osman Ali and March says that in hearing the case the Court 
epee oT omitted to summon the most important man among 
the witnesses, on whose evidence Mr. Bonham-Carter had advised the Govern- 
ment to prosecute Osman Ali and Kailas Kerani. He isan old and experienced 
man, possessing great personal influence and honoured. and res by all in 
the district. He always lives in Noakhali town, and his evidence could therefore 
have been easily procured, But he was not summoned. On the other hand, 
Babu Chintaharan Sen, a Mukhtar, was summoned from Barisal, and Maulavi 
Abdul Aziz, 3.a., Sub-Deputy Magistrate, was arrested at night under a warrant 
and presented as a witness for the defence. Were not such proceedings likely to 
bring about s serious miscarriage of justice? Mr. Geidt, who has called for the 
records -of the case, is requested to examine the list of the witnesses who gave 
evidence before Mr. Bonhan-Carter to see how many of them gave evidence in 
the case, and to see whether the man above mentioned was one of them. 
Mr. Geidt will find that this man is known to him, because he frequently met 
him in Noakhali. , : 
8. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th March has the following com- 


_ plaints against the Dinajpur police :— 
Bh a gayi oo Bly Metcg 1. Babu Kshetra Nath Datta, the Sub- 


Inspector in charge of the Patnitala thava in the 
Dinajpur district, has made arrangements for a large Barwari puja in front of 
the thana. The cost of the puja, which hasbeen estimated at Rs. 10,000, will 
have to be borne by the people, rich and poor, within his jurisdiction. - The 
police has adopted a novel method of realising subscriptions. The houses of 
those who refuse to pay are searched on the pretext of there being stolen 
property therein, and afterwards the casesare reported in the C Form. People 
therefore fear to refuse to pay subscriptions. ne By 

__ 2 On one night in the month of Paus last the Head-Constable, Pramada 
Kishor Sarkar, and a constable of the thana went to the house of one Askar 
Mandal in the village Chak with a prostitute and a wine bottle, and wanted 
to spend the night there. . Afterwards there was an altercation between them 
and Askar Mandal’s son on the latter being hard pressed by them for ghee, 
flour, flesh, &c. ‘I'he Head-Constable left the house ina rage, and reported to 
the Magistrate that Askar Mandal and his son had attacked the police on a road 


at night. The police has tutored many witnesses. A charge has been framed 
against the accused, 


4. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 10th March has heard from an 


i ENT .. eye-witness that the constables regularly receive 
le ne illegal gratifi- j legal gratification from a poor widow who, with 4 
ee baby in arms, sells fruits on the footpath in Bow- 
bazar Street for earning her livelihood. The order prohibiting the setting up 
of stalls on foot-paths perhaps gives the unscrupulous constables an opportunity 
for thus harassing the poor widow. It, is however, a notorious fact that the 
setting up of stalls on foot-paths is very common in the Barabazar quarter, and 


thoug this seriously obstructs public traffic, no policeman seems to take notice 
of it. . Will the Commissioner of Police see to it? 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


5, The Sukrid [Noakhali] of the 4th March expresses its surprise that 
SenleiAubind Sa _ Government has not taken notice of the vagaries of 
trate of Neutal. 8 Se Maulvyi Azhur, the Senior Deputy Magistrate, as 
published in its columns, or of the several petitions 
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tenants. The writer is credibly informed thatj from 3 next the Khas 
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that have been forwarded to Government by the people complaining of his 
vagaries, ‘The following facts will show that the Maulvi is a veritable Nawab, 
above all law and procedure. One Abdul Aziz brought a case against one 
Haider Bukshb for assault, and a summons was issued against the accused under 
section. 352. The accused my a — in Court, and the date of the next 
hearing was fixed for the 11th February, the accused signing a bond of 
recognizance. But the Deputy Magistrate called for the case on the 10th 
February, and finding the complainant absent, dismissed it and discharged the 
aceised under section 147. The next day thé parties and their Mukhtars 
appeared in Court, but learned to their surprise that the case had already heen 
of the day before. The record was referred to, and it was found that 
the date was altered in the order sheet and the ie, and the case was set 
down first in the Deputy Magistrate’s diary for the 10th; and what was more 
in the recognizance tae the date of the hearing was the 10th on one side an 
thé 11th on the other. Let the reader say whether this Deputy Magistrate is 


another Siraj-ud-Dowlah or not. But the Deputy Magistrate’s knowledge of 


the law is more surprising; for he cancélled his own order and summoned the 
accused for a re-trial under section 323. Does the law empower him to do 
this? Why did he at first summon the accused under sectson 352, and on the 
second oecasion under sectidn 332? Will not people say that the Deputy 
Magistrate did this only to please the complainant? —_ ‘ : 
6.’ The Sri-Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Paitrika [Oaloutta,), of 
ee ie as the Pgh pony says 8 m, Hart, ~ “I divi- 
ir. oe 810 fficer of Maulavi Bazar in the Sylhet 
ee ee district, is in the habit of commencing his. ee 
after sunset. Recently when he was hearing the case of one -Alim Miya in 
the evening, one of the witnesses for the defence happened to hesitate to 
answer 2 question. This put Mr. Hart so much out of temper that he rose 
from his chair, rushed to the witness, and dealt him a smart slap on the check, 
The whole Court was thrown into confusion, and proceedings were stopped 
for the day. Great is the inconvenience to which the Court amia, parties and 
pleaders are put by Mr. Hart’s habit of working at night. 


7° The Medini Bandhav Soe ge: orig of the 5th March is credibly 
: _ informed that Maulvi Najimuddin Ahmed, a 
tg or A hese pss a Deputy Magistrate of Contai in the Midnapore 
district, is again using such abusive terms .as sala, 

haramzada, haramkhore, sooar-ki-baccha, etc., to litigants and their witnesses. 
8. The Jyots [Chittagong] of the 6th March says that the Cox’s 


cc Bazar Khas Mahal is of wide extent, and the 
ie Dees Ree Roe eee: aie are, for the most part, illiterate. The 
Khas Tahsil Office is not free from the reproach of oppressing these ignorant 


Tahsildar will be entrusted with the issue of certificates for the reeo of 
rents, as well as with the trial. of objections to such certificates. This will give 
risé to a new oppression. The trial of such objections often involve grave and 
complicated issues, such as questions of limitation, relation of landlord and 
téehant, ownership, as well- asthe party which is liable for the rent. Then 
again many tenants who have suffered from the late inundations should be 
allowed a long time to pay their dues and, where necessary, granted exemption 
from rent. : : 


‘The present Tahsildar has issued certificates to many owners who were. 


ranted exemption from rent due by them, It is not right that the recovery 
of rent as well as the trial of objections to cechihenien ahenld be entrusted to 
one and the same man. The local public are of opinion that these objections 


should be heard by the munsif, who is also ez-oficio Deputy Magistrate. The 
number of civil cases in the munsifi is small at present, aad the munsif will be 
very well able to hear these objections if furnished with an additional muharrir 
and a number of peons for the purpose. The tenants are not rich or intelligent 
enough to appeal to the: Munsif after their objections have, in the first instance, 
been rejected by the Tahsildar. This year the majority of certificates issued 
are certificates for immediate distraint, This will no doubt prove a source of 


gain to the tehsil muharrirs, 


, 


ointment of Babi Sarada Chardn Mitra as an 


9. ferring to the ap | 
pees. Oi ciating Judge of the Calcutta High Court, the — 
-Babu Sarada Charan Mitra a8 game paper says that he comes of a Kulin Kayastha 


brightest ornaments of the Calcutta University. He matriculated in 1865, and 
headed the list of successful candidates at the I’. A. Examination in 1867, 
guduat off the Duff Scholarship for high proficiéncy in Mathematics, He: 


uated in 1870, also occupying the first placé, and passed the Honours 
nation within a celts Ha The next year hg won the Premchand 
Roychand Scholarship, and was appointed a Professor of English in the Presi- 
dency College. He ulso rose to eminence at the bar.- He is a pious Hindu 
and @ deep Sanskrit scholar. May he rise higher, and may his high fame and 
reputation be maintained intact! _ | ee ate: 
10. Al Punch [Patna City] of the 7th March is glad that Lord Curzon 
is going to take up the question of the separation 
Separation of Judicial and Exe- of the Judicial and Executive functions, ‘There is 
ottive — no doubt that this question is at present the most 
important political question in India. The opponents of the echeme may say 
that such separation will increase the cost of the administration of justice and 
curtail the power of the judicial functionaries. But the present incomes of 
the Indian law-courts are not so bad as not to admit of the increase of expendi- 
ture which wili be required to carry out the reform. Under existing circum- 
stances, the executive authorities not unoften abuse their judicial powers, and 
thereby not only deprive the subject people of the benefits of British law, ‘but 
bring discredit upon Western civilization. | 
11. The Dacca Gazette | Dacca] of the 10th March hears that a Munsif 
9 Mile ie Miia ae a of ,Sunamganj in the Sylhet district hurries 
Sylhet district. =O StS”~C«étS Ugh Cases. He compels parties by means. of 


threats to compromise cases. In Small Cause. 


Court suits he refuses to issue fresh summonses or warrants to compel the 
attendance of defaulting witnesses, and to grant applications for adjournments. 
This often leads to failure of justice, ‘The pleaders are not permitted to have 
an inspection of the records of a case even om the day of hearing, nor are the 
muharrirs permitted to file plaints, statements, petitions, etc., though dul 


containing the above allegations against the Munsif. 


(a) —Education, " 


12. The Sunyivani [Calcutta] of the 6th March, writes as follows:— 


hig ‘Dooskdeney’ Yaupicotin’s list In Mr. Pedler’s Circular No. 80, dated the 13th 


of text-books. 


lower primary schools. But the Presidency Inspector has done away with 
the A Standard of lower primary schools. Does he thereby intend’ to’ abolish 


the reward examination of the A Standard? Again, the Government Resolution 
says that students will be able. to appear in the Upper Primary Examination 
two years after passing the Lower Primary Examination. But the Inspector 
has extended the period to three years: Does he not know what every one 
else knows, namely, that students appear in the Upper Primary Examination 
two years after, sometimes even one year after, they have passed the Lower 


Primary Examination ? 


Some years ago Government ordered that the History of Bengal and not 


the History of India should be-read for the Upper Primary Examination. But 
the Inspector has made short:histories of India text-bodks in History for the 
firet.and second classes of upper primary schools. ‘Ihe text-books on History, 
Geography and Grammar for the second class. of upper primary schools have 
been made different from those of the first class. of the same schools, And 
different text-books on Arithmetic, Subhankari, Geometry and Mensuration have 


been fixed for the different classes from the eighth class, sectiun B, to the fifth 


class. of entrance schools. It can never “be the intention of Government ‘to 
oblige students to purchase new- books on these subjects every year. Quite a — 


large number of books written by persons serving in the-Education Department. 


signed by the pleaders. A memorial has been forwarded to the District. Judge 


June 1901, Section B. of the 8th class of entrance 
schools was made to correspond to Standard A of 
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have found a place in the Presidency Inepector’s list of text-books. Guatii 
and Ward, Parts I and II, and English Reader, No. IV, written by Babu Kunja 


Bihari Basu, Personal Assistant to the Director of Public Instructor, Deputy. 


Inspector Babu Mahendra Nath Datta’s Nava Subhankari, Sub-Inspector 
Kiran Chandra Banerji’s Sisuganit, Inspecting Pandit Babu Mati | 
Dharapat and Subhankari Siksha, the late Assistant Inspector Babu Ishan Chandra 
Ghosh’s Short History of India and Mukul and Charu Sisha, written by Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji, Head Clerk of the Presidency Inspector’s Office, have 
all been included in the list. All this shows that Inspectors of Schools should 
not have been charged with the duty of selecting text-books. oe 


18. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 8th March says that the Sanjivans 

The Presidency Inspector's list newspaper has been grieved to see the following 
of text-books. books included in the Presidency Inspector’s list 
of text-books :—Deputy Inspector Babu Mahendra Nath Datta’s Nava Subhan- 


kari, Sub-luspector Babu Kiran Chandra Banerji’s Stsugant‘, Inspecting Pandit 


u 


Babu Mati Lal Datta’s Dharapat: and Subhankart Stksha, the late Assistant. 
Inspector Ishan Chandra Ghosh’s Short History of India, and Head Clerk Babu. 
Surendra Nath Banerji’s Mukuland Charu Siksha. But the Sanjivans should seé. 


whether these books are really bad or not. : 
14, The Prativass [Caleutta] of the 10th March rejoices in the 
The Prine: § the 2Ppointment of Srimati Kumudini Das, B.a.; as 
miles et «6 «CB* «Principal of the Bethune College. She worked for 
Bethune College AC pi ; : 
—  gome time as a Professor in the College, and was 


much liked by the students. There was a rumour that a European lady would 


be appointed Principal of the Bethune College; but happily the rumour hag 
not turned out to be true. For only Native females are educated at the 


- Bethune College, and a European lady can scarcely be credited with a true 


knowledge of Native manners, ways and predilections. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


15. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 6th March complains of the 
The Paina Municipality. culpable negligence of the servants of the Patna 
and flushing the drains within the Patna town.- There are extremely noxious 
smells in every street and every lane. Such is the hygienic condition of the 
place, which greatly suffered from plague only last year, Refuse is deposited 
in the field adjoining the town and this makes it extremely unhealthy, The 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, &c., of the Municipality recently inspected the 
town, ‘but it is not known what the result of their inspection has been. Their 
carriages-did not enter narrow roads, and the roads through which they passed 
had been cleared beforehand. 

16. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 6th March, complains that while the 
saa roads in the European quarters of the Chittagong 
Municipality are properly watered, those in - the 
) _ native quarters are very much neglected and are 
‘consequently full of dust. Then, again, considerable hardship is caused to the 

ublic by an order of the Municipal Commissioners prohibiting bathing in the 


Municipal grievances of Chitta- 
gong. 


wanji’s tank, It is also remarkable that in spite of the prohibition, the: 
municipal coolies are often seen bathing and swimming in the tank, The third 
complaint is in connection with the burning-ghat. Its condition is wretched, 


and people are sed to much hardship in getting water from the canal. 
17. The Dacca soa ogre of the 9th March, says that there has 
D yous . n no improvement in the management of muni- 
Bok ee cipal work in Dacca since the assumption of the 


office of Municipal Chairman by the District Magistrate. ‘The drains are as 


filthy as before, if not filthier, emitting nauseous stench. Strect-sweeping 
is done:in a perfunctory manner, heaps of rubbish and offensive matter lying 


on the roads and lanes. The streets are not properly watered, and the suffer- 
ings of the pedestrians through volumes of dust are beyond description. 
The mehter service is most irregular and defective. A new-comer in Dacca is* 
often heard to observe that, though the capital of East Bengal, the municipal 
affairs of Dacca are the worst managed. Want of funds cannot be urged as # 


1 Datta’s 


Municipality in clearing and sweeping the roads. 


an tie 42 tle tt ott ifn te et & 8 Od oe - 
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good plea. Why not reduce the municipal staff and use the savings to remedy 
these defects? | | 


*  (f)}—Questions affecting the land. 


. The Charu Mihi ensingh] of the 4th March says that some 
~ eos 4 La andare gh) Jamalpur and Sadar subdivisions 


Zamindari oppression in the of the Mymensingh district, who had distributed 
se ee Nee addy “ane the arth in the famine of last 
made the latter execute bonds in their favour at an interest of half-an- 
er month, the paddy lent being valued at an exorbitant price, 

great rigour. It is also said 
right, the zamindars 
O 


ear, 
jond per rupee 
and are now realising principal and interest wit 
that upon the death of a tenant enjoying the occupancy ) 
insist upon the payment of nuezers, ten times the value the yearly rent, 
for the purpose of recording the name of the deceased tenant's son as the 


tenure-holder. Then again, when the raiyats apply to the zamindars for 


permission to excavate tanks for the supply of pure drinking-water, the latter . 


often demand nuzzer, which proves prohibitive in many Cases. In some cases, 
in addition to high nuezers, the zamindars require the ge to sign kabultyate 


vesting in them several important rights, such as the ex 
in the tanks. The writer says thut his informants are fully trustworthy men 


and the zamindars would do well to mend their ways. 


19. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


ois Serene 5th March writes as oe — hae : 
ee In the recent resolution on the Jand revenue 
begins policy of the Government of India, Lord Curzon 


has referred to the Bihar famine of 1873-74 as showing that the Permanent 
Settlement has failed to save Bengal from famine. We will show, by the 
two following examples, how far the Bihar zamindars have been enjoying the 
fruits of the Permanent Settlement :— 

1. A certain Bihar zamindar once leased out a village to an indigo- 
lanter for a certain term of years. After the expiration of the period of 
ease the zamindar made the village khas. The indigo-planter sought the 
help of one court after another to compel the the zamindar to renew the 
lease; but in every court he lost his case. Afterwards the zamindar came to 
know that the District Magistrate, who was a friend of the indi we 
was highly dissatisfied with him for having refused to lease out the village to 
his planter-friend. The zamindar was alarmed, and at once leased out the 
village to the ae Some time after this the District Magistrate 


invited the zamindar to his residence and expressed satisfaction at the 


settlement of his quarrel with the indigo-planter. 

_ .. % A Government servant once refused to lease out his land to an 
indigo-planter. But his son was somehow or other induced to give the land 
to the planter. The father sought the help of the law, but found all the 
district authorities opposed to him. Instead of finding his land secure he 
found himself in danger. He lost his service and very nearly lost his pension. 
He was charged with perjury and was obliged to make a compromise with 
the indigo-planter. — 


_ The fact is, the effect of the ‘Permanent Settlement is almost lost in 
Bihar. The Behar zamindar appears to have very little right to his lands, 
because Bihar is the seat of indigo-plantation, and Bihar Magistrates are 
planters’ friends. , , 


20. The Aitavadi (Calcutta] of the 7th March says that Government has 
est. tulen gullet tee. th —— a : 4 hoon khas on both sicles 
ese tan | ised tor the of the Mahankhali an etna circuit embankmen 
— ee fe Midnapore district, and has taken kabuliyats 
ua from those within whose tenures such land falls. 
But in spite of this the zamindars demand their full rents, and the law-courts 
tp decrees in their favour. _ The poor people have therefore to pay rent twice 
or this 10 feet of land. It is. hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
will consider their case, | 
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(9)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


21. The Bhagawanpur correspondent of the Medsns Bandhav (Midnapore } 

; of the 5th March, in referring to the re-excavation 

we in the Midnapore dis- of the canal from Naraindandi.to ae in the 

ae ee Midnapore district, says that it will h y benefit 

the raiyats, as the depth of the re-excavated canal is one or one and-a-half feet 
only, and the water in the fields is already one or one and-a-half feet deep. 


22. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika {Calcutta} of the 
5th March says that the Government was fully 
anne drainage of the Midnspore aware that the miseries of the raiyats of the 
| , Midnapore khas mahal were caused by the faults 
of the servants of the Public Works Department when im 1889 a Drainage 
Committee was appointed with Mr. Finucane at its head with the object of 
remedying the state of things. The Committee decided that the blocking up 
of the passages for the drainage of the locality was the real cause of the 
sufferings of the raiyats, and proposed certain reforms, of which some were 
approved A the Government, but never carried into effect. = 
~The Committee said that under Schedule D of Act II of 1882, it was the 
duty of the Government to preserve embankments and drainage canals. 
Again, as the landlord of the Jalamutha and Majnamutha parganas within the 
Midnapore khas mahal, Government is bound to preserve them at its own 
expense. Besides this, in the raidad which was given to the raiyats of the 


‘Narnamutha pargana within the Majnamutha mahal in the Midnapore district 


on the Ist December 1877 on the occasion of the re-assessment of the pargana, 
Government held itself responsible for the drainage of the country. And yet 
Government says in reply to a petition of the khas mahal raiyats that if the 
raiyats can bear the expense, the drainage of the khas mahal can be. 
accomplished. 

People learn more from example than from a rigorous enforcement of the 
law. Should the zamindars follow the example which Government has set 
before them in this matter? It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal will reconsider the case of the poor khas mahal raiyats of Midnapore. 


23, The Hitavadi (Calcutta] of the 7th March publishes the following 
correspondence :— 

1. A few days ago a respectable Bengali was 
travelling with his wife from Kuch Bihar to Saraghat in an intermediate 
carriage, his wife being seated in the female compartment. As the train was 
passing over the Dhalla river bridge, a door of the compartment next to his 
wife’s opened of itself and struck against some works on the bridge, and one 
of its hinges was broken. When the train reached the Mogalhat station and 
the Station Master came to know of the matter, he said that the openin 
of the door had been the work of the woman, and abused her husband in mix 
a. 827 and Bengali. He also wired to the Station Masters of the Lalmani Hat, 
Parbatipur and Saraghat stations, requesting them to realise compen:ation from 
the man. When the train reached the Lalmani Hat Station, the Station Master 
handed him over to the Railway Police for realising from him Rs. 25 as com- 
pensation-money ; but the police only took down his name and address and let 
him go, In the Parbatipur and Saraghat stations also his name and address 
were taken down. The railway servants had every right to take his name and 
address, but they had no right to abuse him or to harass himin his journey. 
Will the Railway authorities inquire into the matter? The man was actually 
told by a railway servant that as he was travellmg with his wife, he should 
avoid all trouble by paying an illegal gratification to the railway servants. 

2. Babu Tarak Chandra Ghosh, correspondent, says that on the 22nd 
February last he had to travel on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. .At the 
Howrah station he found the constable who was standing at the gate by 
which the third class passengers passed ill-treating those who did not pay him 
bribes. After purchasing his ticket he hurried towards the southern platform, 
from whence, so far as he knew, the Bengal-Nagpur trains started, but on 
reaching it he learnt that the train in which he was to travel would start from 
the northern pletfrom. Thereupon he ran towards the northern platform and 
caught the train, But none checked his ticket nor took any notice of him, 


Railway complaints. 
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ther occasion the waterman in the Santragachi station refused to..pour 
drinkin -water into the hands of a boy who was thirsty but, had no drinking 
pot. The railway authorities should look page matters. oh 
ss r says that one of the greatest grievances 0 
nee eae railway passengers is the want of Hindu refresh- 
Hindu refreshments in railway ment rooms in railway stations. Exorbitant 
=— license-fees we ree = ee sellers in 
ilway stations, and in many stations the right of selling sweetmeats is 
cola by auction to the highest bidder. The sellers are consequently obliged to 
sell bad things at high prices. The conduct of the North-Western Railway 
authorities is simply ae in this matter. Ten years ago when the line 
was under the supervision of the Government, sellers of sweetmeats or other 
food-stuffs had to pay Rs. 10 yearly. But at present the income from this source 
has risen to more than Rs. 1,000. How can the man who has to pay Rs. 1,000 
to the railway authorities sell good things at moderate prices? Are the sellers 
of European food or the proprietors of European refreshment rooms taxed in 
the same manner and so heavily ? It is hoped that some native member will 
put questions on this subject in the Imperial Legislative Council. | 


25. The same paper saysthat in spite of therule that tickets should be sold 


throughout the twenty-four hours in the Howrah 
Sale of tickets in the Howrah | railway 
station. 


_ ‘want of good management or on account of the 
misbevaviour of the booking clerks. The other day at about 11 a.m. a man 
asked for three tickets for Benares, and was told to come in the afternoon. 
This was brought to the notice of the Station-Master, still the man did not a xt 
his tickets for another hour. Again on the 25th February last one Kali 
Prasanna Banerji went to the Howrah Station at 7 a.m. and asked for five 
tickets for the Dhanekhali station. The Booking-Clerk first paid him no heed 
and then told him that he had no tickets for Dhanekhali. The Booking-Clerk 
also refused to issue tickets on blank cards. Kali Prasanna had therefore to 
buy tickets for Tarakeshwar. He afterwards found the Booking-Clerk selling 
tickets for Dhanekhali to other passengers, 


26. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 8th March says that on the 25th 
: Magh last a little girl was run over by No. 8 
Down Train at Ranaghat, and suggests that the 
locality being very populous an overbridge should 


Required a railway overbridge 
at Ranaghat. 


be constructed at the place. 


(h)— General. 


27. The Hitavedi [Calcutta] of the 7th March says that the list of 
unclaimed trust ‘money in the hands of the Govern- 
ment should. be published in widely circulated 
native papers at least twice in the 
few people have access to the Caleutia Gazette in which it is published. 


Unclaimed trust money in the 
hands of Government. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


28. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 4th March says that though 
he ee ae ee the people of India were not in easy circumstances 

oe at the commencement of the British rule, they are 
now plunged in the lowest depth of poverty. Asa consequence famines are 
of frequent occurrence now. There were only four famines during the first 
quarter of the nineteenth century; but during the fourth quarter the number 
rose to twenty-two; that is to say, there was one famine almost every year. 
According to Lord Curzon, the average income of an Indian agriculturist is. not 
more than twenty rupees a year. About one-eighth of this income goes to the 
Government treasury in the shape of taxes, and a portion also goes to the 
money-lender as interest. It is not therefore difficult to imagine how impos- 
sible it becomes for him to make his two ends meet. It is, however, @ matter 
of regret that the Indian administrators are either ignorant of or indifferent 
to the real state of things. 


station, people frequently suffer for 


ear, because 


Sir John Strachey, formerly a Finance Minister to 
the Government of India, once said that the incidence of taxation is the 
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country except India, whose fabulous wealth still keeps her alive. 


- country-made things. 
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lightest in India. This shows his ignorance. Mr. Digby, in his recentl 
ublished book, contradicts Lord Curzon, and proves by official facts oad 
figures that the average income of an Indian agriculturist is much below twenty 
rupees per year, and that nearly one-fourth of this-income goes to the Govern- 
ment treasury in the form of taxes. On a comparison of their respective 
average incomes, an Indian pays more than three times as much as an English- 
man and more than four times as much as a Scotsman by way of taxes. Such 
an administration cannot endure long. .The poperty of the people has 
increased. The mass are suffering beyond description; the middle-classes are 
getting worse off every day and swelling the ranks of the mass; while the 
number of well-to-do people can be counted on one’s fingers. There is famine in 
one. part of the empire or other every year; heaps of bones of dead 
Indians bear witness to this, India shall not be saved by Lord George Hamil- 
ton’s loud notes of triumph. The annihilation of India is inevitable, and can 

be averted only by a reform of the administrative policy. 
29. The Srs Sri Vishnu a ti nanda mye Pairika {| Calcutta) of the 

ss .» Oth March, writes as follows :— 
warn bpcralearipd wipes... Never was a country so greatly and regularly 
drained of its resources for the benefit of other countries as India is in these 
times. Such a constant and enormous drain would have ruined ~ other 
ut the 
frequency with which famine, plague, malaria, cholera and small-pox are 
spreading devastation all over the country shows that shé has arrived at a very 
critical stage in her life. 

It would not be a very bad thing if the Hindu nation were wholly 


extinguished, As a matter of fact, the existence of the Bengalis or of any 


other Hindu people on the face of the earth does not appear to us to be in any 


way necessary, Improvement is visible among every other people in the | 


world. Even the barbarous Kabulis are now recognized as a great nation. It 
is we alone who are hastening downward every day, although India is our 
own country. . ae 
But as the Hindus still exist, they should try to make their existence as 
comfortable as possible. We have long forgotten our relish for independence, 
and we do not wish to acquire that relish now. We are in one respect happy under 
the British rule. Peace is the greatest bliss on earth, and neither under 
Muhammadan Emperors nor under Hindu Rajas peace reigned so fully all over 
India usit does under the British rule. India is now quiet because she is lifeless ; 
the Indians have forgotten the use of arms, and therefore even those who have a 
mind to quarrel cannot do as they wish. The Hindu does not hold earthly life 
in much regard. No other people in the world has grasped so thoroughly the 
noble truth that life is short as the Hindus, No other people can therefore 
pass this life with so little trouble as the Hindus. If a Hindu has coarse rice 
and coarse clothing in his house he is happy. Although foreigners have taken 
from us all that we possessed, yet much of our distress will be removed if we 
can be sure of coarse food and coarse clothing. But we are no longer the 
simple Hindu people we had been before. We can know no distress if we 
are satisfied with coarse food and coarse clothing.. Rice, pulses, salt, oil, fish 
and vegetables are the few necessaries in a Bengali’s life. The rich alone 
require ghee and milk in addition. And neither rich nor poor require meat or 
wine. Even the richest Bengali does not require more than Rs. 15 for his focd 
every month, We live in a hot climate, and we require scanty clothing. In 
fact six pieces of cloth and some winter clothing are enough for a Bengali’s 
yeasty wear. Eighty per cent. of Bengalis are labourers or cultivators. 
eyen per cent. are rich men, and the rest are middlemen. With the 
exception of the few rich men who may indulge in whatever luxury they 
lease, the people should be satisfied with coarse food and coarse clothing. 
hey should not use coats except in the winter. ‘They should forget the 
use of stockings and comforters, The use of unnecessary foreign articles 
should in this way be abandoned, and satisfaction should be found in the use of 
. Indeed fifty or sixty years ago the Bengalis lived hap- 
pily in this manner. Their children can be happy if they only follow their 


example. Again, if people can avoid law suits, half of their distress will 
disappear. 


a Ot + . : aes 
Pe Re oS ee aga 


( 7 ) 


Let them settle their differences among themselves without going to law: 


thise with each other in weal and woe,- improve agriculture and 

‘ae son =“ with the money which they spend in litigation and in the pur. 
chase of foreign articles, and they will live happily in spite of their lowly 
eed. Ths Sanyivani [Calcutta] of the 6th March says that while, in present- 
: ing the Indian Budget to'the House of Commons in 
The poverty of the Indian agri- August 1901, Lord George Hamilton, with an air 
cultarists. = | of lofty 5% _ cw A omer y? C said: = Eng: 
not worthy of holding her Indian Empire if it could be proved that the 

sais of India oan getting poster under British rule, ‘His Lordship had to 
admit, in the course of a debate in the House, at the instance of Mr. W. 8. 
Caine in February last, that the people of India were really very poor, Mr. Caine 
showed, from facts and figures taken from Lord Curzon himself, thet the | ndian 
riculturists were getting poorer every day, that as a result of the land revenue 
policy of the Government of India, they could not make the two ends meet, and 
that they did not enjoy the luxury of even two meals a day. So, it seems that the 
politica agitation of the Indians has borne fruit; and it may well be hoped that 
if the agitation can be sustained and persevered in, a day will come when the 
great British public will be convinced of the wretched condition of the Indian 
agriculturists under British rule, and will do their best to remove their griev- 


ances and govern them well. 


31. Al Punch [Patna City] of the 7th March says that from Lord George 

Hamilton’s reply to the question relating to the 

The question of the poverty of poverty of India raised in Parliament, it appears 

ee | that the British public are not unaware of the 

existence of poverty in India; but it is to be asked why they deo not try to find 

out the real cause of the poverty. Famine Commissions will never be able to 
deal with the question properly. 


VI.—MiscELLANEovs. 


32. Referring to the nomination of the Nawab of Murshidabad’s eldest — 


seat son to represent the province of Bengal at the 
hia ony * Visit to Mur forthcoming Coronation of His Majesty the King- 

pues Emperor in London, the Basumaiti (Calcutta) of 
the 6th March says that His Excellency has conferred honour where honour 
is rightfully due. His Excellency in his speech at Murshidabad said:— ‘‘ No 
one, I am sure, will more fitly represent the aristocracy of the province than 
the heir of its once ruling family, who has himself enjoyed the advantages of 
a European education * * * *” Lord Curzon has earned the gratitude 
of all Bengal by thus honouring the Nawab family of Bengal. The great alone 
know how to honour the great. : 


The Viceroy’s visit to the house of the illustrious Jogat Set was another 


noteworthy event, and was highly appreciated by the people. This recogni-. 


tion of and respect for the departed great was a worthy act on the part of the 
representative of the King-Emperor. , - 
33. The - Sanjivant CGenite of the hes er ihe in derma A Ma | bas 
Seen iceroy's visit to Murshida says that while His 
Bi sasuan % Senmeened. Excellency visited the small hoes at Mahimapur, 
in which the descendants of the great Jogat Set now live, in order to have an 
inspection of several rare articles. of antiquarian importance, His Excellency 
did not visit the palaces of Raja Ranjit Singh, or the Hon’ble the Maharaja 


Siunindra Chandra or Raja Ashutosh Nath. Was there any harm in visiting | 


their palaces? 
34, The same paper writes as follows :— 


Lord C , 9 ca : Pree : 
Indian patriotism =f wlan. anew patriotism and a new sense Of nationalit 


produced by the contact of the Indian mind with 

the knowledge and science of the West, and it was in the acceptation of this new 

ideal, said His Excellency, that there were summed up 
the future of this country, both for Englishmen and Indians. : | 

We freely admit that a new ideal of nationality and patriotism i opening 


In his Convocation:speech the Viceroy ke of - 


all the best hopes for 


before our eyes and we fully believe that this is the dispeusation of Providetice, — 
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and that it is only by-the acceptance of this new ideal thet the country can be 
quickened into a new life. But we are not quite sure whether the ideal placed 
before us by the Viceroy is the true ideal. 3 Aa | 

‘India was once the Rajya of the Hindus. They conquered the dark 

aborigines and appropriated this fertile and well-watered land. With their 
permanent settlement in this country they began to mix on more or less 
familiar terms with the aboriginal populations, who gradually entered the 
pale of the Hindu community and hélped to evolve Indian civilisation. 
_ Then, after a long course of ages, came the Musalmans. The Musalmans 
became children of tho soil, and Hindu civilisation assumed a new shape by its 
contact with Moslem civilisation. Both the Indian nation ‘and Indian 
nationality underwent a change and an expansion. India no longer remained 
the exclusive land of Hindus, it:became the common home of Hindus and Musal- 
mans, Last of all came the English and with them there poured into this 
country a flood of western knowledge and western science. There is thus 
opened up before educated Hindus and Musalmans the new ideal of modern 
Europe, Indian civilisation. is therefore no longer exclusively Hindu or 
even enclusively Hindu and Musalman, but the composite product,of the 
the ccmmingling of the three different civilisations, Hindu, Musalman and 
English, The new Indian nation is composed of Hindus, Musalmans and 
Englishmen. All three ate alike children of India and alike objects of her 
affection. None of these three can do without the two otbers, for it is only by 
their combined efforts that India can be freed and elevated, _ . 

- Pat we do not believe that this new ideal of patriotism and nationality is 
one that is accepted by all Englishmen. Englishmen have done immense 
good to India, and English administration and civilisation have helped to 
create this new nationality. We admit that it is very likely that an 
Englishman should rejoice in, and be proud of, this spectacle of national 
awakening. But does it follow from this that Englishmen are members of 
the Indian nation? For the essence of nationality is this that every unit 
and section of it should be bound up so closely with all other units and séctions, 
that it would be impossible for one of them to prosper without the co-operation 
of all the rest. He who is not bound up closely in this manner with the 
nation may be a well-wisher, nay a generous and self-sacrificing benefactor, 
of:the nation, but he is noé for all that one of it. 


The new Indian nation may, nay, must, be compused: alike of Hindus, 


-Musalmans and Englishmen. But itis not all Englishmen or all Musalmans. 


residing in India that are- members of it. There are many Turks and 
Afghans here who have long resided in this country, They come and reside 
here four the sake of trade, and as soon as they have earned enough they 
return home with the money they have made. Theseare sojouners. So long as: 
they live here respectably, we should respect them; if they are our well-wishers, 
we should offer them our heart’s gratitude. But we cannot take them to our 
bosoms as the children of one common mother, In the same manner, 80 
long as Englishmen reside here only for the sake of trade or.service, but do. 
not regard India with an exclusive and ardent affection, they may be our 
friends, nay generous and self-sacrificing benefactors, but they, are for all 
that only sojourners. An exclusive and ardent affection for any particular 
country 1s the test of nationality. Englishmen regard England, and not 
India, with this exclusive. and ardent affection. That Englishman. alone ie 
a member of the Indian nation who feels for India that saaudes and ardent 
affection, who- is prepared to live in it for good with wife and children, who. 
hus cast in his lot with her, and who spends his money, wherever earned, in the 
land of his adoption. 

35. The Sansodhint [Chittagong] of the. 7th March hears. that. hence- 
“Tickets for pilgrims at th ath dete 2 Sit “ eae Rieewonn dia rch 
,,rwkets for pilgrims at the of the dicty at Sitakundu in the Chittagong district | 
yor ge de 3 Ses a Sg without paying for a ticket of sdiniecon It 18 
Lee said that the object is to collect money for the 
purpose of repairing the temple at Sitakundu. But this object might. have- 

n better attained by asking for contributions from pilgrims, the majority 


of, whom may be piously inclined and able to pay, than by shutting out those 
who may be unab‘e to pay. 


Unrya PAPERS. — 


86, The Uriya and Navasamoad [Balasore] of the 26th February states 
4 ’ ar % 5 ¢ < t saat i 
Small-pox in the Balasore and Pelasore district. Se Grtobe pA eae: 
Cuttack distiete, ‘The Uékaldipite [Outtaok} of the Ist March 
tates that small-pox and chicken-pox have proved a source al t trouble to 
the residents of the Cattack town. It is further stated that ma have died of 
cholera and small-pox in the Kamarda pargana of the Balasore district, —_ 
87. The Samvad Vahika (Balasore } of the 27th February states that a 
cis , - ghower of rain is urgently needed -in the interests 
_ Rain wanted inthe Cuttack and Of the standing crops. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] 


: ie | of the Ist March states the promising mango crop 
is dying for want of rain. | RS ee aero ey 


38. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the Ist March regrets to find that the 
Fe ee in ~ _gumber of men and-women in receipt of relief: in 
;,Wamine teliet in the Western the Western Presidency is increasing week after 
ass week, ot mag that this is a clear evidence of 
increasing distress in that part of India. © : a a oS 
r 39. The same nara is of opinion that the cultivation of ganjs in the 

- ~' Pributary States of Orissa should not be interfered 
with in any way, and that it should be exempted 
from the operation of the excise law. Many native physicians’ use it in 
different forms in their medicines, and they find it to their annoyance that 
their medicines are indirectly taxed to the prejudice of the inter of their 
patients. 

40. The same paper 


-_ 


The excise duty on ganja. 


ives a_short account of the inspection ‘tour of 
ea r, K.G. Gupta through Narsingpur and other 
ti KG Gupte's inspection Tributary States, and observes that wherever he has 
i tty _ proceeded he has made his presence felt by search- 
ing inspection, instructive speeches bristling with valuable hints, and a 
charitable disposition, seeking to relieve the poor and distressed by a judicious 
distribution of copper and silver coins, enlivened with hopeful and encouraging 
words. | seb : 


fo Assam Papers. — ; : eee. 
41. The Paridarshak Lael of the Ist March has the following in 


: ) : | ng ee 7 : ee eae « 
mination Parmental Exa- "The Assam Education Departmental examina- 
‘i tions came off on the 3rd February and ended on 
the 8th, We consider it nece to make some remarks in regard to some of 
the question papers set for the Upper Primary candidates. 

' “In the paper of Bengali Literature, the candidates were asked to explain a 
passage of poetry which we are told is not to be found in their Text, How 
such a mistake could occur we are at a loss to understand. The first. question 
of the Arithmetic paper was in our opinion unfair to put to Upper Primary 
candidates. We doubt ifany of them has been able to doit correctly... It is 
rather a question of Equation.. At any rate, Upper Primary candidates -can- 
not be expected to do such sums. Thenas to the 3rd question, we do not see 
the necessity of requiring such boys to know what a Crown is. The question 


in itself was not an unusual one, but the mention of Crown must have turned © 


the head of many candidates, and very few of them have, we are.afraid, been 
able to do it. The paper was intended for the Bengali districts of Assam, 
where /esa is not in use, Why was then esa mentioned in the 8th question? 
We do not know what the examiner meant by muktarname in the last question. 
If he meant am-muktarnama, then we do not think any of the candidatés understood 
what he meant. Upper Primary candidates are not required, we think, to learn 


how to. write muktarnama as used in our Law Courts. On the whole this paper 


was in our opinion very stiff for the examinees, The paper on Mental Arithmetic © 


was also more difficult for the Upper Primary candidates than the paper on the 
same subject was for the mi ‘le vernacular candidates: A careful com- 
parison of the two papers will, we are sure, clearly show that our contention 
is true. We understand there is a Board of moderaors appointed by the 
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members of that Board to kindly 
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Director of Public Instruction to moderate the question papers of this and other 
the Education Department. We _ request the 
consider with an unbiased mind whether our 


remarks are justifiable or not. 
$6 Reverting the question papers of the middle English Examination, we 


> 


have no particular complaint to urge. But we would take this occasion to 


criticise two. of the text-books appointed for this examination, namely the 
course of Bengali Literature and that for English Literature. We are not 
aware of the reasons which induced the authorities to select such a book as 
Soubhagya sopan for the course in Bengali Literature. If it was introduced with 
a view to patronize the author, it should then have been in use for a year or two 
only. But the fact that it has been in use for about eight years successively as 
the Bengali course for the above examination would lead one to think that the 
book has certainly intrinsic merits of its own to recommend itself. We have, 
however, heard: many experienced and successful teachers declare that the 

uage of the book is not the proper model that ought to be held up to our boys 
for imitation. It is said that our boys derive no help whatever from this book 
in learning the correct language. Does not this fact alone sufficiently prove 
that the merits of the book are certainly not of a very high order, that‘ié has 
not yet been prescribed as a text-book in any of the Educational circles of 
Bengal after it has been so many years in use in Assam? The author holds a 
high Government appointment, and does not stand in need of further patronage. 
It is therefore high time that some other better book was introduced, At any 
rate, we earnestly request Mr. Prothero to appoint a small committee of 
teachers having the reputation of being good Bengali scholars to report on the 
fitness or otherwise of the book to continue longer as the Bengali minor course, 

“As for the English course, Mr. Prothero can judge for himself. We hope 
he will be pleased to take the trouble of carefully going through both the 
Entrance English course and the minor English course, and then consider 
whether the latter course is not comparatively much stiffer for minor candidates 
whose knowledge of English is required by the order of the Director of Public 
Instruction to be equal to that of the boys of the 5th class of-a High School. 
We have nothing to say against the book itself. What we contend is that it is 
too much hard for minor candidates. It may be a suitable English text-book for 
the 4th or even the 3rd class of a High School. But what is most astonishing 
of all is that the whole book of 168 pages without any omission is prescribed 
as this course. If some of the difficult pieces had been omitted and the course 
limited to from 100 to 125 pages, then there could have been no objection to 
selecting it as the Minor English conrse. Generally eight pieces of poetry are 
prescribed for the Entrance Examination, while so many as 24 pieces of poetry 
contained in.the book are all prescribed for the Minor Gesanination: il] the 
Director be pleased to just glance over the Table of Contents? We find that 
9 ‘out of these 24 pieces of poetry were prescribed for the Entrance Examina- 
tions of the previous years. Extracts from Goldsmith’s Deserted Village,” Mr. 
Prothero will we hope admit, are surely not suitable for the 5th class of a High 
School, . “The Merchant of Venice” from Lamb’s Tales is one of the pieces of 
selection for the Entrance Examination of 1903. This piece also occurs in this 
book, and as such is included in the minor course. _ 

** We think we have said enough toestablish our contention, though we could 
say a great deal more. We would therefore conclude by strongly appealing to 


' our present Director of Publio Instruction to be so good as to give our above 


observations his best attention, and consider whether any change in the curricu- 
lum should not be ordered, The classes of Middle Schools will be newly 
formed in the beginning of March, and so if any change be considered necessary, 
it should be notified without much delay.” 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengals Translator. 
Benoati TRANSEATOR’s OFFICE, 7 = 


The 15th March, 1902. 
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